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Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 026547 
ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR-12 ISO-OO SS-15 PM-05 SP-02 L-03 
MCE-00 ACDA-12 EB-08 PRS-01 NSCE-00 CIAE-00 
INR-07 NSAE-00 INRE-00 SSO-OO NEAE-00 DOE-11 
SOE-02 /099 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/AFN:JKBISHOP:MAR 
APPROVED BY NEA/AFN:IKBISHOP 
NEA/P:RUNDELAND 

116275 011547Z/43 

O P 011532Z PEB 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY RABAT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MADRID PRIORITY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 026547 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MO, MASS, AG 
SUBJECT: MOROCCAN ARMS REQUEST 
REFS: (A) STATE 025914; (B) STATE 025988 

TEXT OF JANUARY 31 NOON PRESS BRIEFING TRANSMITTED REF A. 
SUGGEST YOU ALSO DRAW ON REF B IN RESPONDING TO INQUIRIES. 
FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR JANUARY 31 NOON 
PRESS BRIEFING. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 026547 

MOROCCAN REQUEST FOR AIRCRAFT - JANUARY 31, 1978 

QUESTION: IS IT CORRECT THAT THE U.S. INTENDS TO SELL AIR- 
CRAFT TO THE MOROCCAN GOVERNMENT FOR USE AGAINST THE 
POLISARIO GUERRILLA FIGHTERS IN THE WESTERN SAHARA? 
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ANSWER: THE MOROCCAN GOVERNMENT HAS ASKED US TO SELL CER- 
TAIN MILITARY ITEMS IN THE CONTEXT OF OUR CONTINUING 
SECURITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, WHICH DATES BACK TO 1960. WE 
HAVE BEGUN CONSULTATIONS WITH THE CONGRESS, AND IT WOULD BE 
INAPPROPRIATE TO DISCUSS THE MATTER IN ANY DETAIL WHILE 
THESE CONSULTATIONS ARE GOING ON. OBVIOUSLY, NO FINAL 

DECISIONS HAVE BEEN MADE BY THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH. 

QUESTION: WHAT IS THE U.S. GOVERNMENT POSITION ON THE 
HOSTILITIES IN THE SAHARA? 

ANSWER: WE HAVE FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH ALL THE COUNTRIES 
DIRECTLY INVOLVED AND WE CONTINUE TO HOPE THAT THE DISPUTE 
CAN BE SETTLED ON A REGIONAL BASIS, AS RECOMMENDED BY THE 
UNGA, AND WE NOTE THE REPORT THAT AN OAU MEETING ON THE 
SUBJECT MAY BE HELD IN LATE MARCH IN LIBREVILLE (GABON). 

END TEXT. VANCE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 

*** Current Classification *** LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

@ @ @OAS YS @ @ @<CONCATENATED> 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 026547 
ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR-12 ISO-OO SS-15 PM-05 SP-02 L-03 
MCE-00 ACDA-12 EB-08 PRS-01 NSCE-00 CIAE-00 
INR-07 NSAE-00 INRE-00 SSO-OO NEAE-00 DOE-11 
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INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MADRID PRIORITY 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 026547 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MO, MASS, AG 
SUBJECT: MOROCCAN ARMS REQUEST 
REFS: (A) STATE 025914; (B) STATE 025988 

TEXT OF JANUARY 31 NOON PRESS BRIEFING TRANSMITTED REF A. 
SUGGEST YOU ALSO DRAW ON REF B IN RESPONDING TO INQUIRIES. 
FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR JANUARY 31 NOON 
PRESS BRIEFING. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 026547 

MOROCCAN REQUEST FOR AIRCRAFT - JANUARY 31, 1978 

QUESTION: IS IT CORRECT THAT THE U.S. INTENDS TO SELL AIR- 
CRAFT TO THE MOROCCAN GOVERNMENT FOR USE AGAINST THE 
POLISARIO GUERRILLA FIGHTERS IN THE WESTERN SAHARA? 

ANSWER: THE MOROCCAN GOVERNMENT HAS ASKED US TO SELL CER- 
TAIN MILITARY ITEMS IN THE CONTEXT OF OUR CONTINUING 
SECURITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, WHICH DATES BACK TO 1960. WE 
HAVE BEGUN CONSULTATIONS WITH THE CONGRESS, AND IT WOULD BE 
INAPPROPRIATE TO DISCUSS THE MATTER IN ANY DETAIL WHILE 
THESE CONSULTATIONS ARE GOING ON. OBVIOUSLY. NO FINAL 

DECISIONS HAVE BEEN MADE BY THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH. 

QUESTION: WHAT IS THE U.S. GOVERNMENT POSITION ON THE 
HOSTILITIES IN THE SAHARA? 

ANSWER: WE HAVE FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH ALL THE COUNTRIES 
DIRECTLY INVOLVED AND WE CONTINUE TO HOPE THAT THE DISPUTE 
CAN BE SETTLED ON A REGIONAL BASIS, AS RECOMMENDED BY THE 
UNGA, AND WE NOTE THE REPORT THAT AN OAU MEETING ON THE 
SUBJECT MAY BE HELD IN LATE MARCH IN LIBREVILLE (GABON). 

END TEXT. VANCE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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NNN 


*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 

*** Current Classification *** LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ARMS, MILITARY SALES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: <CONCATENATED> 

Draft Date: 01 feb 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE026547 

Document Source: CORE 
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Executive Order: n/a 
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Expiration: 
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Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
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Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 
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